Judith  Briscoe  '64  is  pictured  in  the  Sero- 
logy Laboratory  at  Providence  Hospital, 
Kansas  City,  Kans.,  where  she  is  serving 
an  internship  in  medical  technology.  She 
will  complete  the  year  of  study  in  July. 


At  Research  Clinic,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Mary 
Jo  McLear  '64,  left,  is  training  to  be  a 
radiologist.  Jesdon  Haake  McCowen  '64, 
right,  is  interning  in  medical  technology 
at  the  Kansas  University  Medical  Center 


Science  Curriculum  Receives 
Greater  Research  Emphasis 

Sister  Agnes  Joseph,  associate  professor  of  biology, 
describes  the  changes  in  the  science  curriculum  as  "in 
keeping  with  the  changes  being  put  into  effect  at  leading 
colleges  and  universities.” 

Beginning  last  September,  biology  and  chemistry 
classes  were  taught  from  a different  approach.  "Former- 
ly, we  taught  general  biology,  for  example,  through  the 
classification  of  animals,”  Sister  explained.  "Now  we 
are  investigating  how  life  could  have  come  into  being 
on  the  earth.  We  are  seeking  to  learn  how,  over  a 
million  years  ago,  cells  could  have  evolved  and  life 
developed.” 

This  change  in  approach  is  called  the  "molecular 
approach.”  In  upper  division  classes,  students  are  doing 
investigations  under  the  guidance  of  the  instructor.  The 
change  in  teaching  techniques  will  result  in  preparation 
of  students  for  research  and  more  extensive  graduate 
work,  Sister  notes. 

"Opportunities  for  women  who  major  in  science  are 
more  numerous  than  ever  before,”  the  professor  notes. 
Some  graduates  in  recent  years  demonstrate  this  ob- 
servation. Mary  O’Malley  Kaminski  ’61  is  a research 
associate  at  the  School  of  Dentistry  of  the  University  of 
Missouri  at  Kansas  City. 

Mary  Chu  Yu  ’62  attended  the  University  of  Illinois 
as  a National  Science  Foundation  Fellow  fora  Master 
of  Science  in  Microbiology.  Anita  Alvarez  ’61,  after 
graduate  work  at  St.  Louis  University,  is  in  charge  of 
the  analytical  laboratory  of  the  St.  Louis  County 
Health  Department. 


Shown  at  work  at  the  University  of  Kansas  Medical  Center, 
Dolores  Meyers  '62  expresses  her  dedication  to  her  doc- 
toral research  studies  in  microbiology.  Engaged  in  re- 
search on  enzymes,  Miss  Meyers  says,  "These  years  of 
learning  are  so  exciting  that  it  is  difficult  to  express  the 
joy  and  satisfaction  that  comes  from  the  challenge  of  much 
hard  work."  My  typical  day  includes  eight  to  fourteen 
hours  spent  on  classes,  research  laboratory  work,  dis- 
cussions, and  study.  There  is  only  one  complaint,  I could 
easily  use  six  or  eight  more  hours  in  each  day1"  Miss 
Meyers  will  complete  her  four  years  of  study  and  earn 
her  Ph.D.  in  Microbiology  in  1966 


An  Avila  student,  above  second  from  left, 
assists  in  the  operating  room  at  St.  Jo- 
seph's Hospital  while  studying  Medical 
Surgical  Nursing.  In  addition  to  this  area, 
students  rotate  through  Maternal  Child 
Nursing,  Public  Health  Nursing,  and  Psy 
chiatric-Mental  Health  Nursing. 


Anna  Bailey  Coles  '58  will  complete  grad- 
uate studies  for  a doctorate  in  education 
in  May,  1966,  under  a National  Mental 
Health  Foundation  grant.  She  is  the  ad- 
ministrative assistant  to  the  director  of 
nursing  at  Freedmen's  Hospital,  the  clini- 
cal facility  for  Howard  University.  She  is 
doing  her  studies  at  Catholic  University, 
Washington,  D.C.,  where  she  received  a 
Master  of  Science  in  Psychiatric  Nursing. 
Mrs.  Coles  comments,  "Enrollment  in  the 
department  of  education  has  been  excep- 
tionally rewarding.  I have  been  doing 
nursing  service  and  nursing  education.  To 
pursue  a curriculum  so  different  has 
stimulated  and  enriched  my  entire  phi- 
losophy of  education  and  the  professions." 


College  Recognizes  Need 
For  Degree- Program  Nurses 

Many  consider  nursing  a profession  especially  suited 
to  the  talents  and  interests  of  women.  With  one-third  of 
the  present  Avila  student  body  majoring  in  nursing,  it 
is  evident  that  a number  of  young  women  share  the 
same  opinion. 

Sister  Mary  Mark,  chairman  of  the  department  of 
nursing  education,  points  out  that  the  baccalaureate 
program  offered  at  Avila  is  unique  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri.  It  is  the  only  program  offering  a student  the 
opportunity  to  major  in  nursing  while  completing  re- 
quirements for  a bachelor  of  science  degree.  Other  pro- 
grams in  nursing  include  the  associate  degree  program, 
the  three-year  license  program,  and  the  practical  nurse 
program. 

"From  Avila  we  hope  that  students  will  go  on  for  a 
master’s  degree”  Sister  Mary  Mark  says,  "and  prepare 
for  teaching  and  administrative  positions.” 

Among  the  graduates  who  have  done  this  are  present 
nursing  faculty  members  Norma  Lewis  ’58,  Leona  Stoll 
’62,  and  Anne  Breslin  ’62  who  hold  master  degrees  in 
nursing. 

Mary  Jo  McLarney  Hallett  ’61  completed  her  master 
degree  and  is  now  a teacher  of  pediatric  nursing  at 
Simmons  College,  Boston,  Mass.  Patricia  Stockman  ’62 
completed  graduate  studies  and  is  an  instructor  in  men- 
tal health  integration  at  Boston  College. 


Martha  Leahy,  senior  student  in  nursing,  makes  a home  visit 
as  a student  in  Public  Health  Nursing.  Miss  Leahy,  above  left, 
interviews  a young  mother  and  under  supervision  will  deter- 
mine the  health  of  the  mother  and  child. 


Spotlight  on  the  Faculty 

Admissions  Director  Works  a Broad  Field 


To  some  college  teachers  who  stand 
behind  desks  most  days  of  the  year,  the 
glamorous  job  on  a college  campus  must 
sometimes  appear  to  be  that  of  a director 
of  admissions— the  work  field  of  an  ad- 
missions officer  is  as  broad  as  the  United 
States. 

Big  cities  and  small  towns  beckon 
Avila’s  director  of  admissions,  Miss  Mar- 
got Thornhill.  The  prerequisite  for  a visit 
is  a good  high  school  and  talented  stu- 
dents who  might  be  interested  in  attending 
Avila  College. 

Traveling  as  part  of  the  admissions 
work  is  relatively  new  to  Avila.  Last  year, 
Miss  Thornhill  stayed  close  to  the  Kansas 
City  area  except  for  trips  to  Oklahoma, 
Illinois,  and  Wisconsin.  This  year  she  has 
visited  extensively  in  Missouri,  Kansas, 
Colorado,  Illinois,  Nebraska,  Oklahoma, 
and  the  eastern  states.  In  the  latter,  she 
talked  with  students  in  Boston,  Hartford, 
New  Haven,  New  York  City,  and  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Still  to  come  are  trips  to 
Texas,  a return  to  the  Chicago  area  and 
Peoria,  111. 

That  travel  increases  interest  in  her  job 
is  evident  from  Miss  Thornhill’s  reactions. 


"Students  who  are  going  away  to  college,” 
she  observes,  "are  excited  about  it.  They 
are  enthusiastic  and  sincerely  concerned 
about  their  choice  of  a college.” 

Having  a new  campus  is  helpful  in 
interesting  students,  the  director  discloses. 
"The  prospect  of  sharing  in  the  develop- 
ing campus  is  intriguing.  Both  students 
and  parents  welcome  the  changed  name 
and  the  academic  progress  which  the 
changes  signify.” 

Travel  is  only  a portion  of  her  sched- 
ule, however.  Most  often,  Miss  Thornhill 
is  busy  with  correspondence  and  inter- 
views of  prospective  students. 

Results  of  her  work  are  evident  from 
the  current  increased  registrations  for  the 
coming  September,  especially  in  the  resi- 
dent enrollments. 

Miss  Thornhill  points  out  that  board- 
ing students  on  campus  will  change  the 
character  of  the  college  from  a strictly 
day-student  college  to  the  more  cosmopoli- 
tan atmosphere  of  a college  with  students 
from  many  states.  The  director  expects  a 
"new  vitality  to  come  to  the  campus  with 
resident  students.” 


Admissions  director,  Miss  Margot  Thorn- 
hill, seated  center,  is  showing  pictures  of 
the  Avila  campus  and  students  to  prospec- 
tive students  and  their  teachers  Miss 
Thornhill  is  pictured  at  a College  Night 
event  at  Little  Flower  High  School,  Chi- 
cago, Illinois. 


Cardinal  Ritter  Will  Dedicate 
New  Campus  and  Buildings 

Dedication  ceremonies  for  the  new  campus  will  be 
held  Thursday,  April  29,  Sister  Olive  Louise,  college 
president,  announces. 

Cardinal  Joseph  Ritter,  Archbishop  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  will  bless  the  buildings  and  deliver  the  address. 
He  will  be  assisted  by  the  Most  Rev.  Charles  H.  Helm- 
sing, D.D.,  bishop  of  the  Kansas  City-St.  Joseph  diocese. 
A morning  program  followed  by  a luncheon  honoring 
the  guests  is  planned. 

To  be  dedicated  are  the  four  buildings  which  complete 
the  college  quadrangle:  O’Rielly  Hall,  the  Administra- 
tion-Library building,  Carondelet  Hall,  and  Marian 
Center.  O’Rielly  Hall  contains  the  academic  classrooms 
and  science  laboratories;  Carondelet  Hall  is  the  student 
dormitory  for  124  resident  students;  and  Marian  Center 
is  the  student  center  and  cafeteria  building. 

The  next  buildings  to  be  constructed  will  be  a faculty 
residence  and  a campus  chapel.  Construction  plans  will 
be  announced  later  this  year. 


Foresee  Notable  Increase 
For  Freshman  Class  of  ’65 

Registrations  for  next  September  are  100%  ahead  of 
last  year,  Miss  Margot  Thornhill,  director  of  admis- 
sions, reports. 

Enrollment  increases  are  attributed  to  wider  knowl- 
edge of  Avila’s  fully  accredited  program,  its  new  cam- 
pus, and  the  appealing  academic  objectives,  Miss 
Thornhill  believes.  "Young  women  are  interested  in 
Avila  because  the  college  offers  a program  designed  for 
women  living  in  our  modern  world.  The  quality  of  this 
program  is  demonstrated  each  year  by  our  graduates.” 

The  increased  enrollment  is  evident  in  both  resident 
and  day  registrations.  To  mid-January,  students  from 
Kansas,  Missouri,  Georgia,  Mississippi,  Washington, 
D.C.,  Arkansas,  Ohio,  and  Virginia  had  made  reserva- 
tions for  September. 

Although  increases  are  assured  for  September,  Miss 
Thornhill  is  continuing  recruitment  of  students  through- 
out the  United  States.  The  present  Avila  capacity  is 
600  full-time  students  with  124  of  these  as  resident 
students. 


The  administration  building,  above,  con- 
tains offices,  the  temporary  chapel,  and 
the  temporary  library.  The  plaza  in  front 
of  the  building  will  serve  as  the  stage  for 
the  dedication  ceremonies. 


O'Rielly  Hall  is  viewed  from  Wornall 
Road  The  academic  building  contains 
classrooms,  science  laboratories,  and  the 
assembly  hall. 


Future  Influence  of  Avila  College 

Marian  Center,  above,  and  Carondelet 
Hall,  below,  are  the  student  center  and 
dormitory  respectively.  Both  buildings  are 
being  completed  at  press  time  for  occu- 
pancy on  March  1 . The  dormitory  will 
house  124  students  in  twin-bed  rooms. 
Marian  Center  will  serve  resident  and 
day  students. 


Letter  from  Africa 

Peace  Corps  Volunteer  Shares  Experiences 


Joan  Banfield  ’63  is  a Peace  Corps  Volun- 
teer in  the  Republic  of  Guinea,  West  Africa. 
Her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Banfield, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  have  sent  several  of  Miss 
Banfield’s  letters  to  the  SCOPE  office  to  be 
shared  with  SCOPE  readers.  Following  are 
excerpts  from  her  letters. 

Beginning  in  late  summer,  Miss  Banfield  and  other  Peace 
Corps  Volunteers  spent  their  vacations  on  a two-month  tour 
of  African  countries. 

"From  Timbuktu  we  took  a boat  on  the 
Niger  River  to  Mopit.  The  trip  was  a lot  of 
fun,  but  we  were  disappointed  since  everyone 
who  had  talked  to  us  about  the  boat  trip  had 
told  us  we’d  see  a lot  of  hippopotomii  and 
crocodiles.  We  saw  no  crocodiles  and  only 
one  hippo  and  I didn’t  even  have  my  camera 
with  me  at  the  time!" 

Upon  her  return  from  the  trip  she  worked  at  a hospital 
and  maternity  center  as  a replacement  for  a vacationing 
Volunteer  while  she  awaited  the  opening  of  her  school. 

"At  eight  in  the  morning  I go  to  the  ma- 
ternity center  and  make  the  formulas  and 
"bouillie”  (something  like  pablum)  for  six 
orphans  who  come  there  every  day.  When  I 
finish,  I walk  to  the  hospital  and  work  ’til 
12:30.  I take  the  temperatures,  weigh  the 
patients,  give  out  the  medicine,  and  help  the 
White  Sister  when  she  gives  transfusions,  etc. 
In  the  afternoons  I work  at  the  hospital  or 
the  maternity  center,  depending  on  where  they 
need  help  . . . There  are  many  babies  suffer- 
ing from  severe  anemia  and  it’s  hard  to  find 
people  to  give  blood.  I gave  blood  three  times 
for  a six-month  old  girl.  Neither  her  father 
nor  mother  speak  French  but  they  were  so 
grateful  that  everytime  I passed  them  in  the 
hospital  they  shook  my  hand  and  said  "im- 
ama”  (thank  you  in  Guerze’)  about  a dozen 
times.  The  last  time  I gave  her  blood,  the 
father  brought  a cock  from  their  village  and 
gave  it  to  me  at  the  hospital.” 

Following  the  hospital  work,  Miss  Banfield  returned  to  her 
teaching  post. 

"I’m  teaching  nine  hours  of  English  at  the 
College  Court  here.  I have  the  youngest  kids 
—they  range  in  age  from  1 1 to  17  years.  Of 
my  122  students,  only  18  are  girls  . . . Sev- 
eral of  my  students  have  invited  me  to  their 
homes.  The  other  day  I walked  home  with 
some  of  my  students.  They  brought  me  to 
their  homes  (huts  which  are  called  cases) 


and  introduced  me  to  their  parents  ...  In 
addition  to  the  classes  at  the  College  Court, 
Sarah  and  I are  teaching  English  to  the  In- 
stituteurs— the  primary  school  teachers.  My 
students  are  all  boys  between  22  and  26 
years  old.  One  of  them  rode  me  home  on 
his  motorcycle  today.  Everyone  along  the 
way  found  this  very  amusing.” 

SCOPE  hopes  to  hear  more  of  Miss  Banfield's  experiences 
in  Africa  when  she  completes  her  two-year  service  in 
July  '65. 

Announce  Goal  and  Plans  for  Fifth 
Annual  Alumnae  Fund  Drive 

The  goal  of  the  fifth  annual  alumnae 
fund  will  be  $10,000,  with  proceeds  to  go 
to  the  area  of  the  donor’s  choice,  accord- 
ing to  Cecelia  Maloney  ’30,  president  of 
the  Alumnae  Association. 

This  is  in  keeping,  she  said,  with  a 
decision  of  the  national  board  of  directors. 
Contributions  may  be  designated  for  such 
areas  of  need  as  faculty  salaries,  new 
campus  equipment  and  furnishings,  or  the 
national  alumnae  scholarship  fund.  "The 
scholarship  fund  is  the  area  of  greatest 
need,  since  it  can  be  maintained  only 
through  alumnae  gifts,”  the  president  said. 

The  drive  will  begin  on  March  25  with 
a brunch  for  the  Personal  Solicitation 
Committee.  Members  of  the  committee  at 
press  time  are:  Loree  Dallam  Breed  ’63, 
Grace  Conrad  Flemington  ’39,  Mary  E. 
Hessel  Heiman  ’47,  Helen  Fitzsimons 
Jaeger  ’53,  Mary  Agnes  Medill  Kitchen 
’57,  Ann  Morris  Meyers  ’55,  Louise  Glee- 
son  Modica  ’36,  Maria  LaSalla  Mueller 
’47,  Mary  Jane  Weissbeck  Murray  ’55, 
Helen  Dierks  Neenan  ’43,  Laurelle 
O’Leary  ’38,  and  Aileen  Conlan  Steffen 
’57. 

Sister  Olive  Louise,  college  president, 
asked  that  each  alumna  "help  strengthen 
the  college  and  the  Association  by  partici- 
pating in  this  important  program.”  Sister 
pointed  out  that  last  year  13%  of  the  alum- 
nae contributed  to  the  fund  but  "if  each 
alumna  realizes  the  importance  of  her 
gift,  the  $10,000  goal  will  be  reached.” 


A/llA  The  College  for  Women 
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